
Case Study
Be wise with our Water:  
Walter Smart advocates for Water Warriors

Dubbo Regional Council 
sponsor primary school 
water education program 
Council is responsible for providing a 
safe, reliable and cost-effective drinking 
water supply which is customer focused, 
enhances the local area environment, 
and caters for the sustainable growth in 
the Dubbo Regional Council (DRC) area. 

Council plays an integral role in the 
management of local water resources 
through its role as a water utility manager 
– part of that includes providing water 
education for their local community. 

DRC saw the opportunity to effectively 
present their key water messages to 
primary school students across the 
region using Walter Smart and Friends. 
The performances provided a fun, 
interactive experience that appealed 
to all primary school students helping 
them to remember Dubbo’s local 
campaigns as part of this memorable and 
inspirational learning experience.

9 Performances were delivered in Dubbo 
in December 2021 which included the 
following topics: 

The natural and urban water cycle

The importance of water and saving it

The 3Ps

The benefits of having a Smart Water Device

Promotion of Dubbo Regional Council brand 
and I am a Water Warrior initiative

Signposting of teacher resource web pages

Animated statistics aligned with Dubbo 
Regional Council approved figures to 
reinforce learning visually.

“Very good, educational & 
entertaining for the kids. It all 
had an impact, particularly the 
comedy!... loved getting the 
kids involved.”
Teacher Orana Heights Public School 



The Performance  
The 45 minute, high energy, pantomime 
performance is designed to engage the 
whole school. 

“Our school thoroughly enjoyed the 
performance – thank you and please 
come again.”
Teacher Wongarbon Public School

Songs
The five original songs helped 
communicate Dubbo’s key water 
messages in a fun, interactive way. 

“The songs & great characters will 
help the children remember the 
main messages.”
Stage 2 Teacher Wongarbon Public School

Multimedia
The back projected media screen 
ensured a visual learning experience 
that maximised student learning and 
reinforced all key learning objectives.

“Awareness of how much water 
we actually waste when we aren’t 
waterwise.”
YR3 Teacher Orana Heights Public School

 

Success
This multi-sensory approach of live 
theatre, film and multi-media was 
effective and enjoyable in Dubbo. 
Successfully educating children about 
how they use water, how wasteful we can 
be and how they can change their water 
using behaviour.

Teachers said the performance was an 
engaging way to promote the water 
saving message to children and regularly 
comment on the characters and songs as 
an effective way to ensure the messages 
are retained. They were also impressed 
at how involved the children were in the 
show and the way they interacted. 

Feedback from students confirmed their 
acknowledgment and understanding of 
the topics. 

“Thanks for teaching me how to save 
lots of water”
YR 5 Student Wongarbon Public School

“You’re amazing and spectacular 
and also helped us learn new things 
about water” 
YR 4 Student Orana Heights Public School

“It was funny and fun to listen to and 
I learnt a lot about water.”
YR 6 Student Dubbo North Public School 

The Workshop
Delivering the 15 minute workshop 
as characters helped students, year 2 
upwards, engage further with the content 
so water saving messages are more easily 
retained.

“The children liked being a part of 
the water saving line, it helped  
them understand how they could 
save water.”
Teacher Orana Heights Public School

Outcomes

9 
Performances delivered in 6 schools

~1,600 
students participated in the program

150 
students completed an evaluation 
questionnaire

12 
teachers completed an evaluation 
questionnaire

100% 
of teachers questioned think the performance 
was pitched at the right level for the children

100% 
of teachers questioned say this was a 
successful/relevant part of their Science/HASS 
program

100% 
of teachers questioned would like Walter 
Smart and Friends repeated in the future

100% 
of students questioned think that 
performance is a good way to learn

100% 
of teachers questioned rated the performance 
as excellent 

100% 
of students questioned rated the performance 
positively 

2,092 
impressions/reach and 106 engagements 
achieved across social media during the tour 

Who is Gibber?
Gibber Educational are pioneers in combining 
contemporary technologies with theatre in education 
to connect, inspire and change young people’s 
attitudes and behaviour.

Who is TWC?
We are independent, not for profit, knowledge 
resource and advisory hub for the education, 
facilitation, and adoption of a more conscious and 
efficient approach to water use in Australia. 
Find out more at
www.thewaterconservancy.org
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