
Case Study
Water Smart Champions:  
Walter Smart makes a splash in Tasmania

TasWater launches our 
unique water education 
program in Tasmania 
TasWater sponsored our live, inschool 
theatre, water education program, bringing 
the unique Walter Smart and Friends tour 
to primary schools across Tasmania in 
March 2022. TasWater saw the opportunity 
to effectively present their key water 
messages in a fun and interactive way to 
primary school students across the region 
using Walter Smart and Friends. 

“The pantomimes and workshops are 
aligned to the Australian curriculum and 
use original music and songs, comedy, 
and multimedia to captivate and motivate 
a young audience,” said Ruth Dowty, 
Community Stakeholder and Customer 
Relations Department Manager at TasWater. 
She adds,“It’s an engaging way to get our 
water use messages across to youngsters 
and hopefully they are inspired to take 
action to make changes in how they use 
water in their schools and homes.”

9 performances were delivered in 7 
schools with approximately 1,268 students 
participating in the program. TasWater’s 
key messages were included in a fun, 
interactive way with topics including;  

The natural water cycle

The importance of water

Use as much water as you need but don’t 
waste it

Only flushing the 3P’s

 Signposting to teacher resources

Walter Smart supported the launch of 
TasWater’s microsite Sharing Water 
including an interactive game Water 
Wheelers soon to be launched.

“Great appealing personalities of the 
actors. Excellent way to get facts across so 
children are well informed and can act now 
to improve water efficiency and share their 
knowledge with others.”
YR 4 Student St Mary’s College



The Walter Smart and Friends TasWater 
tour was promoted across social media 
including Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, and 
Instagram.

Press Coverage 
Walter Smart and Friends featured on 
Channel 7 News. Watch the footage here. 
(Start 10.04) 

The Performance  
The 40-minute, high energy, pantomime 
performance is designed to engage the 
whole primary school. 

“Excellent performance that provided 
students with facts and knowledge on how 
to save water, how much we use and where 
it comes from.” 
Teacher The Launceston Preparatory School

Songs
The five original songs helped 
communicate TasWater’s key water 
messages in a fun, interactive way. 

“Fun, interactive show, engaging, catchy 
tunes and most of all fun!!”
Teacher The Launceston Preparatory School

Success
The multi-sensory approach of live theatre, 
film and multi-media was enjoyed by 
students across Tasmania. The program was 
effective in educating children about how 
they use water, how wasteful we can be 
and how they can change their water using 
behaviour.

Teachers said the performance was engaging 
and a great way to promote the water saving 
message to children. Teachers found the 
characters and songs as an effective way to 
ensure the messages are retained. They were 
also impressed at how involved the children 
were in the show.

Feedback from students confirmed their 
understanding and enthusiasm of the topics.

“Your show was funny, interesting and 
entertaining.”
YR 5 Student Molesworth Primary School

“The performance was great! I loved this way 
of learning and I thought the costumes were 
good”
YR 5 Student The Launceston Preparatory School

“I learnt a lot about water and how to save 
it. I didn’t know that only 1% of the earths 
water was fresh water and drinkable”
YR 5 Student The Launceston Preparatory School

“Not to waste water and to turn the tap of 
when you are brushing your teeth” 
YR 4 Student St. Therese’s Catholic School

Multimedia
The production set incorporates a back 
projected media screen which ensured a 
visual learning experience that maximised 
student learning and reinforced all key 
learning objectives.

“The performances were excellent and 
enjoyed by both students and teachers. The 
content was very informative but presented 
in a fun manner. The performers were 
fantastic…organised, flexible and engaged 
really well with the student audience. Our 
staff and students would recommend the 
performance to any school.”
Teacher Rosetta Primary School

The Workshop
The flexible 20-30-minute interactive 
workshop for year 2 upwards delved into the 
key themes around the water cycle, water 
efficiency and the environment. Delivering 
the workshop as characters helped students 
engage with the content so water saving 
messages are more easily retained.

“I’d highly recommend it to any school. 
The performance was high energy, highly 
relevant and thoroughly enjoyed by the 
students. The performance ticked a number 
of boxes for us; the big one being the water 
cycle but also highlighting an individuals’ 
power and responsibility to help conserve 
resources and living sustainably.” 
Cameron Cranfield YR 6 Dominic College

Outcomes

9 
Performances delivered in 

7 
schools

Approx. 1,268 
students participated in the program.

200 
students completed an evaluation 
questionnaire.

18 
teachers completed an evaluation 
questionnaire. 

100% 
of teachers questioned would like Walter 
Smart and Friends repeated in the future

100% 
of students questioned think that 
performance is a good way to learn

100% 
of teachers questioned rated the performance 
positively (excellent 89% very good 11%)

100% 
of students questioned rated the performance 
positively (excellent 82% very good 16% 
good 2%)

Who is Gibber?
Gibber Educational are pioneers in combining 
contemporary technologies with theatre in education 
to connect, inspire and change young people’s 
attitudes and behaviour.

Who is TWC?
We are independent, not for profit, knowledge 
resource and advisory hub for the education, 
facilitation, and adoption of a more conscious and 
efficient approach to water use in Australia. 
Find out more at
www.thewaterconservancy.org
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3d49S2mFZxI
http://www.thewaterconservancy.org

